
,GOD'S VOICE AND YOUR FUTURE' 1 Samuel 3:3-10
Every mon of God hos stories of when God spoke to them - and everything chonged in their life. Here: Somuel hears Gotl's voice.
7 Samuel 3:3-70 3ond before the lomp of God went out in the tobernocte of the Lono where the ork oi God wos, ond while Samuel was
lying down,4thot the Lono cotted Samuel. And he onswered, "Here i om!" 5So he ron to Eli ond soid, "Here I am, for you culled me." Ap,:i

he soid, "l did not coll; lie down ogoin." And he went ond loy dawn. sThen the Lono called yet ogain, "samuel!" So Samuel orose and u,tenf.
to Eli, and soid, "Here I am, for you colled me." He onswered, "l did not call, my san; lie down ogoin." 7(Now Samuet did not yet know th;:
LaRD, nor wos the word of the L1RD yet reveoled to him.) sAnci the Lono colled Samuel again the third time. So he arose and went ta Eii,
and said, "Here I am, for you did coll me." Then Eli perceived that the Lono hod cotted the boy. sTherefore Eli soid to Sanuel, "bo, lie
down; ond it shall be, if He colls you, that you must soy, 'Speok, Loao, for Your servant heors.' " So Samuel went and loy down in his plac:e.
i0Now the Lono come ond stood ond colted os ot other times, "somuel! Samuel!" And Somuel onswered, "Speak, for your servont hears."
t. GoD's votcE
A. Our text: A time of darkness - people were not hearing from God

7. 7 Samuel 3:7 lNow the boy Samuel ministered to the Lono before Eti. And the word of the Lono wos rore in those doys; there was
no widesp rea d reve latio n.

a. Eli's sons were unclean/selfish b. Eli lived selfishly - wouldn't make hard decisions
7. lt always offects other people: They don't know there is on onswer in life - tife can be different

2. The need: God needs people who will live for others, not themserves
a' Philippians 2:2O27 2aFor I hove no one like-ntinded, who will sincerely core for your state 21For oll seek th6,lr awn, not the

things which ore of Christ lesus.

1. Men choose to live lives that make no impact in life: No one is helped - nothing lasts
o' Whot's the sum totoi of your life going to be? Car key? Pics of house? Monthly income?

B. God's voice changes everything
1. God speaks - b/c He cares about people,s probtems/needs

o. Exodus 3:7 TAnd the L)RD soid: "l have surely seen the oppression of My people who ore in Egypt, and have hearri their cry
becouse of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows.

1' People w/no hope for addictions/marriage/suicidal: You con be the onswerfor them! Change lives
2. People on their way to hell: You can determine whether people live or die

2' God speaks His wil!about our lives: What !{e has planned - not ours! Jeremiah 7:S ! chose ycu.."
o. lsaiah 6:8 8l heard the 'toice oi tlrc Lord, saying: Whom sholl t send, And who witl go for Lls? Then I said, Here arn I ! Send me.

II. THE POSTURE OF HEARING

A. There is a posture of life that determines whether you can hear God's voice
1. 7 Somuel 3:7 lNow the boy Somuel ministered to the Lono before Eli... Focused on God!
2. lf you are not focused on God - He will not speak

a. some do not pray/do not read Bibie - they wiil be unrikely to hear
1' Distonce: L.ike husband wife talking to eoch other ot opposite ends of the house

3. Some do not want to hear: They ore afraid or selfish
a. Anthony cioccio: r didn't oroy, b/c t knew if I prayed God would coll me...

B. You have to be willine to hear - and willing to obev what you hear
7. lohn 7:77 lf onyone wills to do His will, he shoil knaw concerning the doctrine

a' ls the defoult setting of your heort: Yes? b. John 2:5 Whotever he tells you to do - do it
III. FOCUSING ON GOD'S VOICE
A. Eli gave Samuel good acivice: vg Therefore Eli said to Somuel, "Go, lie down; ond it shalt be, if lie colls you, that you must scy,
'Speok, Lono, for Your servant hears."' so Somuel went ortcl lay down in his ploce.

L. Lie down: Be where you need to - but be listening for God's voicel
a. Ask God to speak to you personally: My cotlstont proyer - speok to me!
b' Ask God to speak to you this week - in conference: Life/marriage/money/ministry...
c. Ask God about your future; What do you wont me to do in life? Am t still in your witt?

B. We must respond to God's voice
L V7A Now the Lono come ond stoad and colled ss ot other times, "somuet! Samuel!" And Somuel onswered, .,Spectk, for yeur

servant hesrs." a. I wili do whutever you tell me ta do
2. Responding determines whether you hear anything else: Mark 4:25 To hint who hos - more sholl be given
3. You have to commit yourself to what God says

o. Elisho killed the oxen b. Sinton/Andrew teft their nets c, )ames/John leftfother/boatibusiness
L. God directs those who are committed to His willi


